
GOOD NEWS BEARS CLUB

BIBLE DISCOVERY
“What We Believe”

Foursquare Doctrine
Recommended for: Elementary and Junior

LESSON AIM: To understand the relationship between the name “Foursquare” and
the four-fold ministry of Jesus Christ in the church today.

MEMORY VERSE: “Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and today and forever.”  
Hebrews 13:8

SUPPLIES: A picture or images of the four symbols of Christ’s ministry–cross,
dove, cup, crown, photocopies of the attached coloring or drawing
pages.  

OPENING:  Play the following game.  Have one wall marked with a sign
that says “believe.” On another wall place a sign that says “don’t believe.” 
Gather the kids in the center of the room and ask the following questions.
They will move to the wall that represents their belief.

You will get an “A” on the next test you take. 
You won’t have any cavities the next time you go to the dentist.
There is a God.
Jesus can heal my body and mind.
Jesus can give me the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Jesus is the only way that I can be with God forever.
Jesus will come back to earth to take all the Christians to heaven.

Transition into the teaching time by discussing the following points:
• If someone were to ask you what the Foursquare Church teaches, could    
   you tell them?
• How do you know that what you believe agrees with the Bible?

BIBLE DISCOVERY:  The term Foursquare comes from the Bible. 
Show a square.  It has four equal sides and four equal angles.   In the
dictionary, the word “foursquare” means “marked by firm conviction.  The
word “gospel” means the good news of Jesus Christ. The word Foursquare
refers to Jesus’ fourfold ministry: Jesus is our Savior, the Baptizer with the
Holy Spirit, the Healer and Soon Coming King.



The Foursquare Church uses symbols or images to represent the ministry
of Christ. The symbol of the cross represents Jesus, the Savior.  God loved
us so much that He gave His only Son, Jesus, who in turn gave His life for
us.  If it were not for Jesus dying on the cross, we could not be Christians
now.  Whenever we see a cross, we should remember that Jesus took our
punishment for us.  The cross reminds us that Jesus is the Savior.

The symbol of the dove represents Jesus, the Baptizer with the Holy Spirit. 
We read about the Holy Spirit in Mark 1:9-11.  When Jesus was baptized
in water, the Holy Spirit came down as a dove and rested upon Jesus.  The
Holy Spirit, much like a dove, is gentle and pure. John the Baptist said that
he baptized people with water, but Jesus will baptize us with the Holy
Spirit.  The Holy Spirit will bring power to our lives.  The dove reminds us
that Jesus is the Baptizer with the Holy Spirit.

The cup represents Jesus, the Great Healer.  When Jesus was in the
Garden of Gethsemane before He was crucified, He talked to God and said
“O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not
as I will, but as you will” (Matthew 26:39).  The cup, in historical times,
meant either great joy or great sorrow. Jesus knew that He had the sorrow
of taking the sin for the people and the beating for the wrong things they
had done.  But Jesus loved us and took that “cup” of pain, sickness and
punishment so that we could be spiritually and physically healed.   The cup
should remind us that Jesus is our healer.

The symbol of the crown represents Jesus, the Coming King.  People of
royalty usually wear crowns.  Though Jesus left the earth, He is with God. 
But He made a promise to come back to earth one day.  When He does, all
the world will know that He is King of Kings.  Mark 13:26 says that Jesus
will come back triumphantly and in glory–as the King. 

ACTIVITY:  There are two ways this activity could be done.  
Option 1:  Have the kids break into four groups.  Than, have each group
look up the following scriptures to see what aspect of Jesus’ ministry it
refers to.  
Option 2: Have a Bible drill to look up the verses. Afterwards, talk about
how those scriptural references reinforce the Foursquare Gospel, the four-
fold ministry of Jesus Christ.

Savior Romans 3:23,24; John 4:42; Luke 2:11
Healer Matthew 4:23; Acts 3:16; Acts 3:6
Baptizer with the Holy Spirit Mark 1:8; John 1:33,34; John 16:7
Soon Coming King Mark 13:26; Matthew 24:48; 

1 Thessalonians 4:16,17



ALTERNATE ACTIVITY:  Make photocopies of the Foursquare
Symbols (master provided).  Have the children draw the emblem and write
what each emblem stands for.

SNACK:  Have snacks in the shape of squares or in groups of four.

CONCLUSION:  Jesus wants to meet every need in your life–salvation,
truth and power through the Holy Spirit, healing for our bodies and our
minds, and the hope we have that Jesus promised to come back for us as
our King. 

The message of the Foursquare Gospel is and always will be Jesus Christ.
He is the same yesterday, today and forever. We worship Jesus as Savior,
Jesus as Healer, Jesus as Baptizer with the Holy Spirit, and Jesus our Soon
Coming King.






