
GOOD NEWS BEARS CLUB

BIBLE DISCOVERY
“The Multi-colored Coat”

Recommended for: Elementary & Junior 

LESSON AIM: To show how envy can damage people and relationships.  
To help students understand God’s plan for their own lives.

MEMORY VERSE: “A sound heart is life to the body, but envy is rottenness to the
bones.”  Proverbs 14:30

SUPPLIES: Broken items such as toys, glassware, china, etc.  Glue, tape,
newspapers.  T-shirts, stones, rubber bands, dye, hot water, large
bowls, wooden stirrers, hangers, paper towels
NOTE: Tell children ahead of time to bring in a white t-shirt for
this weeks project.

OPENING: Bring in broken items - especially items which are difficult to
repair.  Divide into groups. Give each group a broken item or two, glue
and tape. Have the groups try to put them back together. Use newspaper to
place the items on, after approximately ten minutes aks them to stop. Ask
the group to show their repair jobs. Ask the following questions:

• Can items get so damaged that they can’t be fixed properly?
• Can people become so hurt or damaged that it is hard for them to be
healed?
• Have you ever been so envious of someone that you did something to
hurt them?

BIBLE DISCOVERY:  Read the following - Genesis 37:2-32 
(The students don’t have to answer the following questions, they are to
provoke thought about the subject of envy.) Have you ever envied or been
so jealous of someone that you became angry?  Has envy ever made you
want to hurt someone?  Many of you have heard the story about Joseph
and his brothers, but think about how that event affects our lives today.

Joseph had ten older brothers.  However, Joseph didn’t have a good
relationship with his brothers.  Part of the problem was Joseph, but part of
the problem was his brothers’ attitude.  Jacob favored Joseph; he loved



him so much he gave him an expensive coat, but didn’t give one to the rest
of the brothers.  Verse 4 says, “When his brothers saw that their father
loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak
peaceably to him.”  

Joseph liked to brag.  He used to tell on his brothers.  Joseph had a dream
and told his brothers that they would bow down and serve him.  That
dream made the brothers very jealous, they did not want to ever bow down
to their little brother.  They became so envious that they became angry. 
They plotted to kill Joseph then throw him into a pit where he couldn’t be
found. They were really going to do it, but the older brother, Reuben,
stopped the death plot.  Instead they sold Joseph into slavery.  

If you read the end of this story you find out that Joseph went through
some hard times, but God helped him and blessed him–not because of
what Joseph did, but because God had a bigger plan.  In fact, Joseph ends
up not only forgiving his brothers, but saving their lives during a severe
famine. 

Many of us think that envy doesn’t really affect us, but it does.  It is true
that Joseph was favored by his father.  This may have been wrong, but it
was a fact.  Joseph also had a strong ego.  He thought a lot of himself. 
This, also, was wrong.  The issue of this story is that Joseph’s brothers did
wrong.  They let their envy affect the way they treated him.  In fact, the
way they treated Joseph was completely opposite of the way God wants us
to deal with the problem of envy.

What are some of the things envy can cause us to do?  (Say negative things
about people, do mean things to them, and physically hurt them.)

God warns us about the dangers of envy and jealousy in His Word.  He
tells us that it will hurt us and make us do things that are wrong.  Have
groups of students look up the following Scriptures, discuss the meaning, 
and then share what it says to them.  

Proverbs 14:30 Proverbs 27:4, 
James 3:4-16 1 Corinthians 13:4

ACTIVITY: TIE-DYED T-SHIRTS
Materials required:

1 clean white T-shirt per child
6 or 7 clean smooth stones or rocks per child (approximately 2")
1 rubber band per rock used per child
Different color dyes (red, green, yellow, blue)



Hot water (not scalding; be sure to have constant adult supervision)
Large bowls (one for each color of dye)
Wooden stirrers  (one for each color of dye)
Hangers and paper towels

Instructions:
1.  Have each child bring a clean white T-shirt to class for this
activity.  (Note: Be sure to bring extras for those who don’t have
one.)

2.  Give each child 6 or 7 rocks and rubber bands.  From the inside 
of the shirt, wrap each rock and tie tightly with a rubber band.

3.  Have child dip portions of the shirt into the different color dyes.

4.  When finished, remove rocks and hang shirt on a hanger to dry.

CAUTION: Water must be very hot for the dyes to dissolve.  The
water does not need to remain as hot for the dying process.  Allow
the water to cool to a safe temperature before allowing children to
dye their shirts. Constant adult supervision around this hot water is
a must for the safety of the children and workers.

CONCLUSION:
Have the kids pray and ask the Lord to help them deal with envy in
their own lives.  Ask the kids to quietly pray a blessing over the
person they are envious of.  If they will do this, they will be
surprised at the blessings they will receive for being obedient and
having a right attitude by not harboring envy.




