
GOOD NEWS BEARS CLUB

BIBLE DISCOVERY
“The Church is People”

Recommended for: Preschool
* Use this lesson in conjunction with “The Baptism of the Holy Spirit” for Elementary and Juniors

LESSON AIM: To recognize that the church is made up of people who love Jesus
and want to work together to help others.

MEMORY VERSE: “Christ is head of the church.”  Ephesians 5:23 (NKJV)

SUPPLIES: Water color paints, brushes, white construction paper, paint
smocks or shirts, paper plates, aluminum foil, craft sticks, enough
white crayons for each child.

OPENING: For each child, use a white crayon to draw a stick figure of a
person on white construction paper.  Have a supply of watercolor paints,
brushes, newspaper and paint shirts.  When kids arrive, give them each a
stick drawing.  Say: “There’s a church hidden on this sheet of paper. 
Cover your entire sheet of paper with paint.”  After children have painted
their papers, say: “Did you think you’d see a building?”  When you’re
driving by our church building, do you say, “There’s my church?”  We use
the word “church” when we talk about the building where we worship and
study the Bible.  The word “church” also means the people who believe in
Jesus and do His work on earth.  You and I are the church, too.

Say: “People often refer to churches as buildings.  The church is really
people, like you and me, who love Jesus.  Whenever we go to the park to
play, we’re still the church.”  Have the children name places where they
go.  Confirm that they are the church wherever they go.

BIBLE DISCOVERY: Tell a very simple version of the story of Peter in
prison from Acts 12:1-17.  Peter was put in prison–not for doing
something bad, but for telling people about Jesus.  However, while Peter
was in prison, the people in the church prayed for him all the time.  Verse
5 uses the word “constantly.”  Because of the people’s prayers, Peter was
miraculously freed by an angel of God.  When Peter went to Mary’s house
there were lots of people praying.  They were the church.  When Peter
knocked on the door and said who he was, the people were very happy
because they knew their prayers for Peter had been answered.



• The church was the people who met in Mary’s house to pray for Peter. 
• The church was very surprised and happy to see Peter standing at the
door of the house.  
• God heard and answered the prayers of the church for Peter. 

Have the children act out the story.

ACTIVITY: Make mirrors from paper plates.  Around the edge of the
paper plate write “(child’s name) is the church.”   Glue a piece of
aluminum foil in the center of the paper plate.  Add a craft stick for a
handle.  Say: “When you look in your mirror, who do you see?  Yes, you
see the church.” 

SNACK: Help children toast and butter bread.  Use gingerbread cookie
cutters to cut out “people” from slices of toasted bread.  Use cheese to add
facial features, hair and clothing.  As kids eat their snack, say: “God’s
church is not made of bricks or wood; God’s church is made of people like
you and me.”

CONCLUSION: Gather the children in a circle.  Have the children take
turns standing in standing in the center of the circle.  Sing the chorus, “In
My Life, Lord, Be Glorified” substituting the words “In Your church,
Lord...”  Have the children point to the child in the center as they sing and
repeat this with each child.  Close by praying: “Dear God, we are glad to
be Your church.  In Jesus’ Name, amen.”
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