
GOOD NEWS BEARS CLUB

BIBLE DISCOVERY
“Pray without Ceasing”

Recommended for: All

LESSON AIM: To serve as a constant reminder of the attitude of prayer that
Scripture instructs us to maintain.

MEMORY VERSE: “Pray without ceasing.” 1 Thessalonians 5:17

SUPPLIES: Paper (any kind), photocopies of calendar pages, crayons or
markers, various stickers. A baton or item for the game.

OPENING:  Prepare a large sheet of butcher paper, or have pieces of
paper ready for the children.  As the children arrive, give them crayons or
markers.  Ask the younger children to draw pictures of something they
need prayer for.  Older children can write or draw a prayer need.  When
they are finished, remind them that praying is something they can do all
the time.  Even throughout the meeting they can pray for that need, quietly
to themselves.  Even during school or play they can pray for a need.  This
activity is to help the kids understand what prayer without ceasing means. 

BIBLE DISCOVERY:  Read the Bible account of the Unfair Judge in
Luke 18:1-8.  Start the class by asking the kids if they ever keep going back
to their parents several times to ask the same question, hoping they will
change their minds?  Then lead into the story about the widow who was
mistreated. A widow wanted a judge to punish someone who had
committed a crime against her.  The judge was an unfair man who didn’t
care about God or people.  At first he wouldn’t help the widow, but she
kept going  back–several times to see if his decision would change.  Finally,
the judge thought, “I’ll punish the criminal because if I don’t the widow
will keep coming back and wear me out.”

Ask the Children:  If an unfair judge would help the widow, don’t you
think a fair judge would?  God is our judge and He is a fair Judge.  Jesus
told this story to the disciples to teach them and us that God will always
answer our prayers when we ask. Ask the older kids some of the following
questions:



• How do you think the widow felt when she was rejected by the judge,    
not one time, but many times?  
• So why did the widow keep going back?
• When we have a need in our own lives, do we make it a constant prayer
request?  Or do we give up, when God doesn’t answer quickly, or the way
we want?

 ACTIVITY:  Have the children make a calendar of things they can pray 
for that month without ceasing.  Try to have stickers available that are
associated with the theme of the month for the prayer calendar.

SNACK:  Depending on the month of the year, associate the snack with
the holiday or season that is celebrated then. 

CONCLUSION:  Pray with the children in a circle and have each of them
pray for another child in the circle.  As the weeks go on, mark down dates
that prayers are answered.  Help the kids understand that sometimes we
have to pray for a long time for an answer.  It is not that God doesn’t want
to answer the need, He may want our faith and trust in Him to grow.  

For older children (especially if they are praying for a parent who is
unsaved) explain that God does want to answer our prayers, but He will
never force a person to accept Him.  Just keep praying for that need, no
matter how long it takes. Tell the children God loves them and will answer
their prayers.  He is a good and fair judge.

OPTION: Play “Keep it Going” In a large room or parking lot.  Mark
outer boundaries  with chalk or masking tape.  Mark one small area as
“home.”  To begin this game of tag, one child claps their hands or stomps
their feet, or whistles, while the other children pass the baton (or object). 
When the child stops whistling or stomping, the child who ends up with
the baton chases the other children.  Of course the children try to avoid
being tagged, but they cannot go outside of the boundaries.  If a child is
tagged by the baton, he or she must hold hands with the player who has the
baton.  As the line grows longer, the players work together to capture the
others by encircling or cornering runners.  A runner is only allowed to go
into home one time during the game to avoid being tagged.   If the chain
breaks apart, the players in the chain must run back to home and regroup.
At the end, discuss how hard it was to keep the chain going with all the
different runners and players being involved.   Sometimes it is hard for us
to keep praying about a need, when there are other circumstances
hindering us or discouraging us. Remind the children that this is why the
Bible tells us to pray without ceasing. 




