
GOOD NEWS BEARS CLUB

BIBLE DISCOVERY
Missions: “Understanding Others”

Recommended for: All

LESSON AIM:::: To begin an interest in reaching out to people in another
country.

MEMORY VERSE: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the
power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for
the Jew first and also for the Greek.”  Romans 1:16
(Underlined portion is for younger aged children.)

PREPARATION: Craft sand, food coloring - brown, green, blue, yellow, glue,
damp paper towels.  Ingredients for edible playdough -
peanut butter, honey, powered milk.

OPENING: Invite someone who has been to another country to
share about their experiences, preferably a missionary.  How is it
different from where we live?  What are some of their customs? 
Ask them to bring in interesting pictures or items from where they
visited.

BIBLE DISCOVERY: Tell the story of Paul at Thessalonica,
Berea and Athens, as found in Acts 17:1-34.  

-Paul preached at Thessalonica:  He went into the synagogue of the
Jews for three Sundays and talked with them from the Scriptures
and a great multitude of the devout Greeks, and some women,
joined Paul and Silas.

-Ministering at Berea:  Paul and Silas went to Berea and they went
into the synagogue of the Jews.  They were welcomed in Berea and
the people received the word with all readiness, and searched the
Scriptures daily to find out whether the things they were being
taught were so.  Many of them believed, some Greeks and
prominent women as well as men.

-Ministering at Athens:  Paul stood in the midst of them and said,
“Men of Athens, I believe you are very religious, for as I was



passing through and considering the objects of your worship, I
even found an altar to the “Unknown God”.  The false god you are
worshiping, is not the God of heaven and earth. He does not dwell
in temples made by your hands.  Nor is He worshiped with men’s
hands, because He is the giver of life and breath.  Jesus is the God
that you should serve.” 

As you begin to witness for Jesus, whether it is in your own
neighborhood or in another country, there will be some people who
do not like what you are doing.  Many people do not understand
who God is.  They may worship a “false god.” The only way they
will know the truth is from us or someone like us who is willing to
go and share the Love of Jesus.

ACTIVITY: 
Older Children:
Determine ahead of time the country, your opening guest will be
talking about and draw or trace on white paper an outline of that
country.  Be sure to include topography such as lakes, oceans,
mountains, deserts etc.  Make enough photocopies for each one in
class.  

Sand Painting Procedure: Mix the four different food colors with
sand in four separate containers.  Allow to dry completely.  A
cookie sheet is great for this. It can be dried in the oven on low
heat.

The children spread the glue with their fingers to cover a particular
area on their map.  Then that area can be sprinkled with the
appropriate color of sand. (ie: blue sand for the ocean) A salt
shaker with large holes can be used to spread sand.

Younger Children: Edible Playdough!  Have the children make
round edible playdough worlds.  Discuss with them (as they are
making their worlds), there are many other places to live in our
world other than where you are living.  In many of these other
places there are people who do not know about Jesus and how
much He loves them.  Missionaries are people who go to these
other countries and tell the good news of how much Jesus loves
them. Maybe the Lord will tell one of you to go to another place in
the world and share the love of Jesus. How would you feel about
that?
(Recipe for edible playdough on the following page)



SNACK: EDIBLE PLAYDOUGH:
1 cup peanut butter
1 cup honey
1 ½ cups dry powered milk
Mix together in order given and enjoy!  Makes
enough for 8 - 10 children.

CONCLUSION: End the session by talking about how different
we are.  The way we were raised affects what we think.  Explain 
the need to be sensitive or understanding of how others feel.  Tell
them to pray and ask the Holy Spirit to show them what to say
before they talk to someone about God.




