
GOOD NEWS BEARS CLUB

BIBLE DISCOVERY
Missions: “Bridging the Gap”

Recommended for: All

LESSON AIM: To help children understand that God loves people of all
race, character, qualities, and attitudes.
To help them relate to another culture especially as it
applies to a missions outreach.

MEMORY VERSE: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all they soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy
mind; and thy neighbor as thyself.”  Luke 10:27

OPENING: Look around your home for things made in other
countries.  (i.e. Knickknacks made in China, New Zealand apples,
picture of a car made in another country.  Cassette player made in
Japan, an ornament made in Poland or Germany, money from
another country, etc.) Bring the items in and talk to the kids about
how much our country depends on the people in other countries to
make the items we need.  Talk about how important those people
are to God.  They are just as important to Him as we are.

BIBLE DISCOVERY: Talk about God’s love and how He loves
us.  Ask the children if they think God’s love for us changes
because of what we do or say, because of what we don’t do, or
because of a physical trait or characteristic?  Does God’s love
depend on what we look like, where we were born, or where we
live?  Does God love us more because we speak English or
Spanish?  Which languages does God understand? Which part of
the world is God’s favorite?

Sometimes we think God doesn’t love someone else because of
where they come from or how they look.  But in God’s eyes we are
all equal. You may have more in common with other people than
you think.  But do we care enough about other people to share the
love of Jesus with them?

How can we love others as Jesus has loved us?  What does that



 love look like?  (Tell, dramatize, or have the children tell the story
of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:30-37.)    This is a brief
synopsis of the story.

A lawyer asked Jesus what he should do to inherit life forever in
heaven.  Jesus replied, “love God with all your heart and love your
neighbor.” Then Jesus went on to tell the story of the Good
Samaritan.  

Samaritans were hated by the Jewish people. A Jewish person
would never help a Samaritan.  One day a Jewish man got robbed,
and beaten up and left for dead.  Three different men walked by the
man–a Jewish priest, another Jewish man called a Levite, and a
Samaritan.  The Samaritan stopped to check on the man, took care
of his wounds, put him on his donkey and took him to an inn to
recover from his injuries.  The Samaritan knew the man had no
more money so he paid for the man’s bill. 

Ask the class to list the things that the Good Samaritan did for the
Jewish man.  Write the list on a chalkboard or whiteboard.  Jesus
finished the story with this question: “Who acted like the nice
neighbor?”

It’s easy to talk about loving everyone.  Sometimes it is difficult to
love our classmate or neighbor who is different than us.  Loving a
person means we accept  him and we want what is best for him. 
We want to give to him even when we don’t think that the person
deserves it.

God loves everyone–He doesn’t play favorites.  We should have
the same attitude.  Can you share the love of Jesus with someone
who is different than you?  

ACTIVITY:
Option 1: Fiesta Sombreros 
1.  Cut out one 13-inch circle from white posterboard for each
child. 
2.   Have the children make eight hole punches around the outside
rim.  
3.  In the center of the poster board cut out a 5 ½ inch circle, and
slip a 6 inch wide plastic or paper bowl through the hole.  
4.  Have your Bear Leaders or older Bears hot glue the rim of the
bowl to the edges of the center circle.  
5.  Color the hats and tie the tassels through the holes.



NOTE: Tassels should be made before hand.  Loop brightly
colored yarn around three fingers six or seven times.  Slip the loops
off of your fingers and use another piece of yarn to gather and tie in
the center.  Cut the ends of the loops. 

Option 2: Serapes
Cut brown wrapping paper, or butcher paper, into 10 x 50 inch
sections.  Have the children color and decorate the paper using
crayons, markers, colored construction paper scraps, paint, or
stickers.  Have the children use scissors to cut the paper on both
ends to make fringe.  The children will wear it over one shoulder
and pin under the opposite arm.  It can also be wrapped around
both shoulders and pinned in front like a shawl.  

SNACK: Prepare nachos with nacho cheese sauce.  Serve juice.

CONCLUSION: Jesus loves us because He is love.  It is not
because of who we are or what we do.  We should love other
people this way.  Pray for the children who live in other countries. 
Pray that God will send the right missionaries to the various places. 
Pray that they will feel love and that we will do what we can to
help them.




