
GOOD NEWS BEARS CLUB

BIBLE DISCOVERY
“Jesus is Baptized”

   Recommended for: Preschool & Elementary

LESSON AIM: To help children become familiar with the idea of water baptism
and to begin to prepare them for the time when they will make a
personal decision to be baptized.

MEMORY VERSE: “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am pleased.”  Matthew 3:17

SUPPLIES: Photo copies of both sheets for each child, brass fasteners, scissors.
Small wading pool or large dishpan and marbles.

  
OPENING: Provide dish pans or a small wading pool of water. Place
marbles in the bottom and place along the sides. Allow the children to
either stand or sit while trying to pick up the marbles with their toes. Talk
about water and what it is used for. It is used for cleaning their bodies,
washing dishes and clothes, drinking, etc. When they drink water they are
replenishing their bodies with fluid, this helps their body to keep clean on
the inside.  When they take a bath, the water helps to keep their bodies
clean on the outside.

BIBLE DISCOVERY:  This story is from Matthew 3:13-17 and is
outlined here to help the children understand the baptismal process.
Provide a picture of Jesus being baptized which may be found in a
children’s Bible or picture book. If you have difficulty locating this
picture, use the activity pattern with this lesson to create your own visual.

John the Baptist was a person chosen by God to tell people about Jesus. 
One day John the Baptist was baptizing many people. They would meet at
a nearby river or lake. Then the people would walk into the water to meet
John the Baptist.  They would stand in the water up to their waists. John
the Baptist took the people, held them while tipping them backwards until
they were covered with water.  They were only under the water for a few
seconds.

While John was baptizing, Jesus came and said, “I came to be baptized, I
know that is what God, my Father wants.” So John baptized Jesus. When
Jesus came up out of the water, the Bible says that the Holy Spirit came



upon Jesus like a dove. Then God’s voice from heaven said, “This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am pleased.”

Jesus understood what baptism was and obeyed God by being baptized.
Someday, you will be old enough to understand what baptism means.
When that time comes, you will be ready to talk to the pastor and be
baptized yourself.

SNACK: Provide doughnuts or cookies for students to “dunk” in milk.

ACTIVITY: Use the attached page and pattern to create a visual about the
story. You will need scissors and brass fasteners to complete the picture.
Let the children color the picture, cut a slit in the water. Attach the pattern
of Jesus with a brass fastener to allow the figure to be dipped in water. 

CONCLUSION:  Explain to the children that there are things in the Bible
that Jesus tells us to do.  Being baptized in water is one of the things we
are told to do. You should get baptized when you are old enough to
understand the meaning of being baptized in water.
NOTE: Usually, once children are in elementary school they can begin to
understand baptism in water.  Encourage moms and dads to help children
know when the time is right for them to be baptized.

The children may have questions about what water baptism means.  If you
think that the children in your class would comprehend, try acting out the
following scenario:

ACTION: REPRESENTS:
Standing in the water Believing in Jesus Christ

Going down into the water Jesus died and went down into the
tomb

Coming up out of the water Jesus came out of the tomb and was
alive again!

When we do these actions in the water, we are telling everyone that is
watching that we believe Jesus is God’s Son, that Jesus died and rose
again, and that we are God’s child.
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