
GOOD NEWS BEARS CLUB

BIBLE DISCOVERY
“Good Manners”

Recommended for: Preschool 

LESSON AIM: Teaching children the importance of good manners and hospitality.

MEMORY VERSE: “Love is patient, love is kind.”  1 Corinthians 13:4

SUPPLIES: Red construction paper, 11 x 14, crayons or tempera paints, clear
contact paper, tape, children’s story book, “Clifford Shows Good
Manners.”  Cut a heart from red construction paper for each child
to use as a name tag. 

OPENING: As the children arrive, greet each one of them with a warm
smile and tell them you are glad they came. Have them sit at a table and
decorate hearts name tags with their name written in the middle. When
they are finished tape the heart on the child’s shirt and say: “This heart
reminds us that God loves us and always treats us with kindness.”

BIBLE DISCOVERY: God is kind.  He shows us love and care.  God
wants us to use the same kindness and care with other people.  Ask the
children to talk about a time when someone was kind to them.  Now, read
the story of Zacchaeus either from a child’s Bible tell the story from Luke
19:1-10.  

Highlight the following facts:
  • Jesus was walking down a road with His disciples
  • There were large crowds of people everywhere
  • Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus but couldn’t because of the crowds
  • Zacchaeus was not liked because he was cruel and cheated the people
  • Zacchaeus climbed a tree so he could see Jesus
  • When Jesus noticed Zacchaeus in the tree, He stopped and talked to him
  • Jesus wanted to spend time with Zacchaeus at his house
  • Zacchaeus came down from the tree and took Jesus to his house
  • Many people received salvation from Jesus that day



Zacchaeus was not a nice man. People in his town didn’t like him because
he cheated them out of their money and did dishonest things.  Zacchaeus
did not show good manners.  But God wanted to help Zacchaeus change. 
Jesus wanted to spend time with Zacchaeus and show him God’s love and
kindness.  Because Zacchaeus welcomed Jesus into his home, he showed
that he wanted to change.  And Zacchaeus did change.  He gave all the
money back to the people he had cheated.  He told people he was sorry for
doing wrong and everyone saw Zacchaeus change.  Zacchaeus learned
how to show good manners after Jesus changed his heart.

When we have Jesus in our lives we should show good manners to others.
Good manners include being kind to people that visit our homes, sharing
with others; helping with clean-up in our class or home and speaking kind
words to others.  Once Zacchaeus invited Jesus into his life, good manners
followed.

ACTIVITY: “Hands can help” place mat. Give each child a sheet of
construction paper. Print the words, “My hands can help” at the top of
each sheet. Help children paint their hands with tempera paints and then
press their hands on their paper to make a place mat, or have the child lay
their hands on the paper and trace their hand with a crayon.  Each child
could then color the mat any way they choose. After place mats are dry,
cover each one with clear contact paper.  

SNACK: Serve finger foods such as: cheese cubes, crackers, fruit pieces,
etc. When children are settled explain that they are going to have a snack
and they should use their best manners. Encourage them to say “please”
and “thank you” and that passing food to other children shows good
manners.

After snack time, read the book “Clifford Shows Good Manners”
(available at any bookstore or library). Then if time permits have the
children play and be an example of showing good manners.

CONCLUSION: Place the children in a circle holding hands. Pray: “Dear
God, thank you for letting us use our manners to help others! Amen.” Let
all the children help with clean-up, reminding them that this is one way to
use good manners.

Hand the place mats to each child as they leave encouraging them to show
good manners on the way home and during the week ahead.




