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I got a call from our local refugee resettlement agency that surprised me: A new 
family had unexpectedly arrived, and the case worker was completely overloaded; 
would our church have someone who could take them in until they were able to 
find a home?  
 
I was overjoyed when I got the news. I had been trying for over a year to build 
trust with the Iraqi caseworker. Now, he was finally asking us to be involved. 
 
When I relayed to our church staff that we needed housing for a family with four 
small children, I got blank stares at first. Then, someone said, “I think that’s going 
to be hard. It’s going to be really, really hard to get someone to open their home 
like that to strangers.” 
 
It was. I called many core families in our church only to hear, “I don’t feel 
comfortable with that....” Finally, two brave families signed on the line. The first 
family would take in the new family of four for ten days until they went on a 
vacation. Then, the second family from our church would take it from there. The 
first family didn’t even have a spare room in their house—they upended their own 
children to make space for the incoming family. 
 
What unfolded over the next four weeks was truly beautiful. Using Google 
translate on their phones to communicate, these two families were able to introduce 
our new Iraqi friends to our culture and life. They took them to local festivals and 
children’s activities. I got a video texted to me of our Iraqi friends making flat 
bread by tossing it around in the air while the host family’s children shrieked with 
joy. 
 
When the new family was able to find an apartment, the families stayed in 
touch. Drop-in visits, impromptu expeditions to local events and meals together 
continued. 
 
Not long after, the Iraqi father approached me and asked if he would be welcome 
at church. His words to me were: “I’ve never been loved like this before, and I 
want to see what this is about.” 



 
Two months later, he was regularly attending church, sometimes bringing his 
children, and he was reaching out to others in the congregation.   
 
On Sept. 11, 2016, we focused on being thankful to first responders and people in 
our community and encouraged people to write thank-you notes to police and fire 
departments. The Iraqi father came up to me and asked if I could help him write a 
note. He said: “To everyone here who loves everyone always and shows other 
people the way of Jesus, thank you. May you always stay this way.” 
 
— Annette Hammond serves with Grace Church (Camas Foursquare Church) in 
Camas, Wash. She is also a member of The Foursquare Church’s Refugee Care 
Network.  
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